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BAR BRIEFS
THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE
Changing conditions have caused a demand for changed require-
ments in the admission of lawyers. We live in a world utterly different
from that in which the older ones among us were brought up. The
circuit-riding lawyer of Lincoln's day, with his saddle bags, was efficient
for his time, as were the roads, knee-deep in mud, over which he travelled.
Wealth, comfort and knowledge, none of them existed as we know them.
In the glamour of distance, those were interesting and romantic days; in
some respects they were undoubtedly sterling days, when men were
tested by certain tests that they do not face today. Our own tests are
of a different kind, but perhaps not much different at the bottom.
Unless we are prepared to give up the automobile, the bathtub and the
radio, we can hardly, with reason, ask to give up the other developments
of the last twenty-five years.
A few years ago study in a law office was really possible, because
life flowed on at a gentler pace; and there was not the same chance to
study elsewhere. In this age of specialists the law school is the inevitable
center of legal education; and today, with changed conditions, everyone
worthy can go to it. The controversy, which raged at bar associations
as recently as ten or even five years ago, between legal education in
office or law school, has run its course and quietly died away. Today's
question is whether a certain amount of pre-legal education, generally
put at two years of college, shall be required.
There is no magic about two years at college. There is no magic
about four, or six. The "educated fool" is as much of a fool as he ever
was, and the man of ability and ambition will take his education where
he finds it, and take it all his life long. But rough and ready tests have
to be employed. Today, to go to college is about as easy as rolling off a
log, and the difficulty the colleges are facing is to get rid of too many
applicants.
Law, like everything else, is just one part of life. Life cannot be
separated into water-tight compartments. A man cannot be a good
lawyer if he is poor at everything else. And a certain acquaintance with
the knowledge the world has accumulated, particularly in kindred do-
mains like history and economics, is essential for the best service. In
fact, though we sometimes say law is founded on logic, it is really
founded, in large part, on intuition and experience. The business of the
courts is not so much to reason out a proposition in the laboratory as to
feel out its practical application and limitations in actual life.
So, sooner or later, we shall have a requirement that the young
lawyer shall show a considerable degree of general education. It does
not matter much, perhaps, whether we adopt a fixed rule today in
North Dakota. Statutes may hasten or slow up a change that the times
demand, but that is all; they cannot stop it.-PwsmiT JOHN H. Lmwis.
